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to be quite clear and unequivocal.    If he had stayed in Shel-
burne's Government he would have frittered away his strength
in an ineffectual opposition to forces that he could not hope
to master, and he would have lent the authority of his name
to a Government which he believed to be merely another
instance of the King's system.    Keppel who remained at the
time resigned in January  1783,  and Richmond, whilst he
condemned Fox's  action, complained  repeatedly  of Shel-
burners conduct as a colleague.     Shelburne was influential
enough as a Secretary of State In   RockinghanVs lifetime.
He had induced Rocklngham to agree to the grant of certain
pensions to his friends, an act that Injured very substantially
the credit and the moral authority of an Administration
which came into office with the cry of economical reform,
He had obstructed the very designs that belonged funda-
mentally to the political mission of the Ministry.    He had
been counted on confidently by the King as the means of
dissolving the formidable power of the Rockingham party
within the Ministry.    " From the language of Mr. Fitzpatrick
it would seem that Lord Shelburne has no chance of being
able to coalesce with Mr. Fox.    It may not be necessary to
remove him at once; but if Lord Shelburne accepts the head
of the Treasury, and is succeeded by Mr. Pitt as Secretary
for the Home Department and British Dominions then it will
be seen how far he will submit to it.    The quarrelling with
the rest of the party as a party would not be wise."    Shel-
burne as a Secretary of State had been able to thwart and
disable the Rockingham   Ministry, and Fox had  already
resolved  to  resign  before Rockingham's death;  as  Prime
Minister he would have been irresistible.    Fox himself was
convinced that resignation was his duty.  " I have done right,
I am sure I have, ... I am sure my staying would have
been a means of deceiving the public and betraying my party,
and these are things not to be done for the  sake of any
supposed temporary good."1
The second step taken by Fox was still more momentous,
1 Buckingham Papers, i. 55.